Present technocratic visions tend to portray the city as an organisation of external and neutral objects that are severed from social relations. Waste, for example, is seen as a manageable object that is somewhat external to society. Hence, waste is open to technical and institutional solutions by the municipal management.
However, as Moore [1] points out, by rejecting the argument that waste 'just is' one may deconstruct the category of waste and recognize the often unjust and highly exclusionary socio-spatial orders produced by waste in relation to for example the modernist shibboleths of cleanliness, hygiene and sanitation.
Urban materiality does not only bear witness of exclusionary orders, it can also function as a medium for sharing and establishing relationships that brings one closer to the crowd. Traces of use help us associate ourselves with the collective practice of preceding users showing confidence in the traces they leave behind, for example the complicity in infringement when sticking a piece of chewing gum onto a spot littered with other pieces of gum, the gradual forming of a path providing a shortcut over a lawn, or the double door where the one handle that is polished from use indicates that this is the side that will open.
Seeing the city as an archive opens up for examining these various social processes through which the urban environment is produced. As Pearson argues [2] there is a need for a field of enquiry that involves a renewed sensitivity to the material fabric of the present and attention to those details distinct and In keeping with the explorative nature of the event, the invitees were not asked to deliver an academic paper at the event itself. Rather they were teamed up in order to engage in different forms of conversations revolving around their experiences and reflections on the city as archive [3] . Furthermore, zURBS facilitated an urban exploration in which all participants ventured into the surrounding urban area of Mile End in order to test out ideas and approaches to how one can archive the city. 
